                             CHAPTER CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

                             PENINSULA BASS ANGLERS OF VIRGINIA

                                     Newport News, Virginia     10/29/2008

                              ARTICLE 1 – NAME AND PURPOSE

                                         Section 1: Name

This chapter shall be called the PENINSULA BASS ANGLERS OF VIRGINIA

                                         Section 2: Purpose

To stimulate public awareness of bass fishing as a major sport.  To offer our state conservation department our organized moral and political support and encouragement.  To promote full adherence to all conservation codes and demand adequate water standards and legal enforcement of existing and regulatory standards.   To improve our skill as bass anglers through a fellowship of friendly exchange of expert bass catching techniques and ideas, and to promote and encourage youth fishing and a love for this great recreation.  To function as a dynamic and effective link with other chapters embracing the principles and purposes of the Virginia BASS Federation, TBF Federation, and FLW Outdoors.

                              ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 
                                         Section 2: Requirements for membership.
To become a member of this chapter a person shall:

a. Have attained the age of 16 years.

b. Have met all the requirements of membership as established by the by-laws.

c. Boat owners must have a boat that is a minimum of 16 feet long powered by a motor of at least 9.9 horsepower.

d. Be an active member of Virginia BASS Federation, TBF, and FLW Outdoors to participate in State and Regional events.

                                         Section 3:  Dues

Chapter dues shall be paid by the first club meeting held in January of each year.  Total amount of dues will be determined annually depending on Virginia BASS Federation and TBF requirements.
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                              ARTICLE III – OFFICERS, ELECTIONS, VACANCIES, AND ELIGIBILITY

                                         Section 1:  Officers and their duties

The officers of this chapter shall consist of:

a. President:  Presides over all meetings and directs all official business.  Appoints and directs all committee functions.  Supervises all chapter functions.  Attends and represents this chapter at Regional meetings.

b. Vice-President:  Acts as program chairman, assists the President in his duties and presides in the absence of the President.

c. Treasurer/Secretary: Maintains accurate financial records and reports at each meeting.  Collects and records dues.  Handles disbursement of all funds.  Maintains accurate minutes of all meetings.  Maintains a regular liaison between this chapter, the State Federation, TBF, and FLW Outdoors.

d. Tournament Director:  Sets up club tournaments for membership approval.  Has responsibility of running all chapter tournaments as provided in the By-Laws and tournament rules.   

                                         Section 2:  Elections
The annual chapter election of officers shall be held at a regular meeting during the month of November.  Elections to office shall be by simple majority of the members present.  Elections for each office shall be held in the order listed in Article III, Section 1.  Nominations and elections will not be held at the same meeting.

                                         Section 3:  Eligibility of vote
Each member is entitled to one vote.  Proxy votes in circumstances of urgent absences may be registered in advance of the election to the Treasurer/Secretary in writing or by phone.

                                         Section 4:  Term of office

The term of office is for one year beginning on January 1st and terminating on December 31st or until the successor assumes office.  
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                                         Section 5: Vacancies

In the vent of an office becoming vacant, nominations shall be requested and an election held to fill the unexpired term of the individual vacating the office.   The Vice-President will move up to the office of President.

                                         Section 6:  Eligibility for holding office

To be eligible for office a member must:

a. Have been a chapter member for 6 months.

b. Have shown a genuine interest in chapter functions.

                              ARTICLE  IV – METHOD OF AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

This Constitution and By-Laws are subject to amendment at any regular chapter meeting by a 2/3 vote of the members present agreeing on the proposed amendment.  No amendment shall be voted on unless the proposed amendment has been introduced to the membership at least one meeting prior to voting.

                              ARTICLE V – REMOVAL FROM MEMBERSHIP

A member may be dropped from the chapter by majority vote of the membership for the following reasons:
a. Any unsavory action that will reflect disgrace on Peninsula Bass Anglers, State Federation, TBF, and FLW.

b. Failure to pay chapter dues.  If a member is dropped from the chapter, or drops out voluntarily, dues will not be refunded.
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                                         PENINSULA BASS ANGLERS
                                                       BY-LAWS

I. Dues:

Chapter dues shall be paid by the first club meeting held in January of each year.  Total amount of dues will be determined annually depending on Virginia Bass Federation and TBF requirements.  Basic club membership is currently $80.00 per year.

II.        Membership:   The following is a list of conditions for full membership.

a. Be a current member of FLW, TBF, and Virginia Bass Federation.

b. Payment of dues in full according to Section I. 

c. Have attained the age of 16 years.

d. Boat owners must have a boat that is a minimum of 16 feet long powered by a motor at least 9.9 horsepower.   
II. Associate Membership:

Individuals desiring to join Peninsula Bass Anglers as an associate member may do so if accepted by the club membership and upon payment of the club associate membership fee which is currently $80.00 annually.  Associate members will be eligible to participate in all club functions such as tournaments and the annual awards banquet.  Upon payment of tournament fees, associate members will be eligible for individual tournament awards and end-of-year club awards that are based on tournament standings.  Associate members will not be eligible to participate in either regional or state level tournaments on behalf of Peninsula Bass Anglers.     
III. Tournament Rules:

a. Any individual disqualified by a tournament official will be disqualified for only one day of a two-day tournament unless the infraction occurred during both days.

b. In each club tournament, a non-boat owner will fish with the boat owner he

draws at the regular tournament drawing.
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c. Trailering of boats at any place other than the official launch site will be cause for disqualification except as provided for by the Tournament Director.      







d. A big bass award will be made for each tournament.  To be eligible, a

member must have paid the Tournament Director an entry fee for each scheduled tournament.  Big fish money is included in the entry fee except for a two-day tournament where an additional $2.00 fee will be required for the second day award.  Awards for big fish will be based on actual weight. 
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                                         PENINSULA BASS ANGLERS

                         TOURNAMENT RULES AND REGULATIONS

1.    Tournament rules and regulations:  The following rules and regulations of    Peninsula Bass Anglers are closely patterned after the rules used in Virginia Bass Federation fishing tournaments.  Interpretation of the rules shall be left exclusively to the tournament officials.  The decision of the Tournament Director shall be final in all decisions concerning these rules.

2.   Officials:  The Tournament Director and all tournament officials are permitted to
     participate in all tournaments. 

 3.  Participants and eligibility:   Accredited members and associate members in good 

standing of Peninsula Bass Anglers who have paid the required entrance fee is eligible     to participate in tournaments.  With Tournament Director approval, guests may participate in club tournaments and participate in awards as long as the entry fee is paid.

4.   Registration:  Registration may be accomplished either at the club meeting prior to 
the tournament, by phone, or prior to blast off with the Tournament Director.      

Members who registered to fish but were not at the meeting will pay the entry fee to the Tournament Director prior to blast off.

5    Safety:   Safe boating practices will be observed by all tournament participants at all times.  There shall be a Coast Guard approved individual floatation device (life jacket etc.) for each occupant of each boat.  These devices shall be worn, zipped up, during the tournament blast off.  Failure to wear the floatation device during blast off will be grounds for disqualification.  In addition, all required Coast Guard safety equipment will be present in each boat and safety “kill” switches will be functional and properly attached to the boat driver’s floatation device prior to blast off.  

6.   Sportsmanship:   Sportsmanship, courtesy, and conservation is expected from each participant.

7.   Tackle and Equipment:   Only artificial lures may be used.  No live or prepared bait will be permitted.  However, pork rind strips, etc., will be permitted.  Only casting, spinning, or fly rods may be used.  Only one rod may be used at one time.  Other rigged rods may be in the boat for substitute purposes.  Electronic depth finders/GPS units are permitted.  
                                                           Page 6.                  

8.   Non-boat Owners:  Non-boat owner’s fishing in another member’s boat will be expected to compensate the boat owner for a fair share of the day’s expenses for gas etc.                                                         

9.   Tournament Headquarters:   Tournament headquarters will be the launch site.  The official weigh-in will be at the launch site.  All contestants must start and complete the tournament at the official launch site.  If a participant leaves the tournament prior to designated tournament end time, he or she must notify the Tournament Director by cell phone or leave a note on the Director’s vehicle. 

10. Trailering of Boats:   Trailering of boats at any place other that the official launch site will be cause for disqualification unless prior approval to do otherwise is obtained from the Tournament Director.  However, if a boat breaks down during a club tournament due to mechanical failure, the boat may be trailered back to the tournament site and each contestant’s catch will be weighed and scored provided they are back to the designated site on time.  The Tournament Director should be kept aware of the situation by cell phone.

11. Don’t Kill Your Catch:   Every contestant will make the maximum effort to comply with the “Catch and Release” guidelines used for bass tournament participation.  Maximum use of live wells and aerators should be directed toward this goal.  Operational live wells/aerators are required for tournament participation.  The maximum number of fish possible will be returned to the water alive and healthy after the weigh-in.  The only exception will be for trophy fish kept for mounting.  At any club tournament, no fish will accepted by the weigh-in officials unless presented in a weigh-in bag, preferably containing water.

12. Late Penalty:   A one pound weight penalty per minute late will be assessed by the Tournament Director for any participant arriving late after the designated weigh-in time.  The tournament Director will use his/her cell phone time as the official time.  The late penalty will not exceed 15 pounds at which time disqualification becomes effective.
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13. Scoring:   Largemouth, smallmouth, Kentucky, or spotted bass may be presented for weighing.  The number of fish and minimum length that may be presented for weigh-in will be determined by the current fishing rules and regulations of the state governing the tournament site.    In no case may a bass less than 12 inches be weighed.  Any contestant presenting more than the legal limit for weighing will be disqualified.  Each bass must meet the minimum length requirement, measuring from closed mouth to tip of tail (fanned or pinched.)  Any tournament official or member may challenge and demand measurement of any fish they feel may be border line in length.  Any fish not measuring at least 12 inches, or the minimum legal size if greater that 12 inches, will result in the loss of the illegal fish plus the largest fish remaining in the creel.  Fishermen shall not discard or cull dead or dying fish to retain a larger fish.  Scoring shall consist of the actual weight of the fish presented at weigh-in.  A penalty of 8 ounces (1/2 pound) will be assessed for each dead fish weighed in.

14. Contestant Pairing:   A contestant will not allow any fish caught by him/her to be counted into the score of another contestant.  Such unsportsmanlike like conduct will result in disqualification from the tournament and possible expulsion from the chapter.  In the event a boat owner does not have a designated non-boater for a club tournament, he/she can take a friend, guest, or elative fishing with him/her provided he/she make the club aware of his/her intent with the Tournament Director prior to blast off.

15. Permitted Fishing Waters:   A contestant may fish anywhere in tournament waters and their tributaries with the exception of within fifty yards of another contestant’s anchored boat or predetermined off limits areas.                                                                       
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